render unquestionable all tlie inferences which I have considered deducible from the facts referred to. Any misgiving, however, on this ground, cannot detract from the importance of the facts themselves, and it is for this reason that I lay them before the profession. And although they are not put forth entirely naked, they will be found so thinly surrounded with speculation, that no one who considers them will be in danger of losing sight of them by reason of the attractive garniture of abstruse hypotheses.
The parochial district of which: I have the medical charge is situated on high ground in the north-western suburbs of Glasgow, and contains a population of about 10,000 persons, a considerable proportion of which is composed of the poor and working classes. The Forth and Clyde Canal runs through a part of the district, and the houses in which the disease first appeared were situated on the banks and below the level of this artificial water-way. They are consequently damp ; and the dung-steadings in connection with them, or in their immediate proximity, are in some instances half-full of stagnant water, which has percolated through the soil intervening between them and the canal. In addition to this source of miasmata and unhealthiness, there are several worked-out quarries, filled almost in every instance with water of a more or less turbid and stagnant description ; but what is still worse, a burn runs through one part of the district, which conveys the refuse matters from certain chemical and other works in the neighbourhood, and which is constantly discharging immense volumes of deleterious gases, such as sulphuretted hydrogen, &c., which are felt to impregnate the atmosphere for a considerable distance around its locality. Many of the houses are very old, in the Barony Parish. Of the favourable opportunity thus afforded me for tracing its spread and progress, I carefully availed myself, and the results cannot be deemed uninteresting by either contagionist, non-contagionist, or contingent-contagionist, as they furnish materials for the comments of these conflicting classes. Before, however, entering upon disputed ground, I will direct attention to the various forms of choleraic diseases which appeared, and make a few remarks upon the symptoms and circumstances connected with them as they came under my observation.
The They invariably increased the irritability of the stomach, and when the patients to whom they had been administered recovered, a secondary fever, depending evidently on gastro-intestinal irritation and biliary derangement, protracted, in most instances, the period of convalescence. I cannot say, however, that either of these results followed upon the internal exhibition of carbonate of ammonia, and from this I infer that it is a less irritating stimulant than those I have been condemning. Independently of the bad effects which experience showed me to result from these, I was led to question their admissibility even upon theoretical grounds, and, in this respect, theory and experience seem to be completely in accordance with each other.
It has been determined that the quantity of carbonic acid exhaled from the lungs of a cholera patient is much below the usual standard, and that the blood is in a highly-carbonised condition, and is with difficulty made to imbibe oxygen. What are the effects resulting from the use of alcoholic drinks ? Why, that the carbonic acid given off in the pulmonary organs is diminished in quantity, and that the arterial blood becomes of a darker hue than natural,?becomes in fact carbonised. Are we not justified, therefore, in concluding that the use of agents having such an effect is as unsound in theory as we have found it to be bad in practice.
With respect to the best mode of applying external warmth. In what follows, I will merely comment upon the preventive measures pursued in my district. Circulars were issued, advising the inhabitants to avoid those irregularities in diet, drink, &c., which were known to give a predisposition to the disease. But as these advices could not be enforced, nor, in the most necessitous-
